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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To provide an image forming device capable of preventing 
harmful 

effect from occurring in the case a laser beam is emitted from an 
exposure 

device in a state where a process cartridge is imperfectly loaded. 

CONSTITUTION: This device is provided with a holding part 22 
attachably/ 

detachably holding the process cartridge including at least a 
developing device 

15 to be opposed to a photosensitive body 6, and a locking mechanism 
fixing the 

process cartridge in the holding part 22; and it is provided with a 
light 

shielding means 25 shielding an optical path 24 from the exposure 
device 13 to 

the photosensitive body 6 by interlocking with the action of the 
locking 
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mechanism in a release direction, and displacing out of the optical 
path 24 by 

interlocking with the action of the locking mechanism in a locking 
direction; 

then the action of the locking mechanism is transmitted from a 
movable body to 

the light shielding means 25 to open the optical path 24 of the 
exposure device 

13 only in a state where the process cartridge is fixed at a normal 

position by 

the locking mechanism. 
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